
	
  

  Round 1: Domestic Economy 

EX 
1 Should the US federal government have a debt ceiling? 

EX 
2 

Will President Obama’s jobs plan succeed in decreasing unemployment 
before the 2012 election? 

EX 
3 Has Ben Bernanke been an effective leader of  the Federal Reserve? 

EX 
4 Should Congress pass the Balanced Budget Amendment? 

EX 
5 Should Congress pass the “Buffett Rule” tax on millionaires? 

EX 
6 Is the American Jobs Act too little too late? 

EX 
7 Should the payroll tax cut be extended? 

EX 
8 Would a tax repatriation amnesty create a windfall for the US government? 

EX 
9 Does the housing market have any chance of recovery in the near future? 

EX 
10 Should the Federal Reserve continue to keep interest rates at record lows? 

EX 
11 

Should the supercommittee focus more on increasing taxing or reducing 
spending? 



	
  

	
  

  Round 2: Africa and the Middle East 

EX 
1 Can South Sudan become a sustainable democracy? 

EX 
2 How will the Arab Spring affect Saudi Arabia’s relationship with the West? 

EX 
3 Is the African Union a viable peacekeeping force? 

EX 
4 

What can the US and Europe do to stop civil war in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo? 

EX 
5 How does al-Zawahiri’s leadership shape the future of al-Qaeda? 

EX 
6 

How should the international community respond to the drought in the Horn 
of Africa? 

EX 
7 Should Gaddafi be tried for war crimes by the I.C.C? 

EX 
8 

Was the UN right to recognize the National Transitional Council as Libya’s 
legitimate government? 

EX 
9 What effect will Palestine’s statehood request have on the peace process? 

EX 
10 Will the Arab Spring spread to Iran? 

EX 
11 

What effect will the draw down in US troop levels in Iraq have on Iraqi 
domestic politics? 



	
  

	
  

  Round 3: American Politics 

EX 
1 

Can President Obama overcome the specter of economic recession in the 
2012 election? 

EX 
2 

Which GOP presidential candidate is best equipped to defeat Obama in 
2012? 

EX 
3 Are third party politics still alive in America? 

EX 
4 Will the Democrats retake the House in 2012? 

EX 
5 Can Mitt Romney secure the Republican nomination?  

EX 
6 Can Rick Perry maintain his front runner status?  

EX 
7 

Are the current Republican presidential candidates blurring the lines 
between church and state? 

EX 
8 Should the Senate’s filibuster rules be changed?  

EX 
9 Has John Boehner been an effective Speaker of the House? 

EX 
10 Is Jon Huntsman’s moderate ideology a way forward for the GOP? 

EX 
11 

What does Ron Paul’s relative success signify about the current American 
political climate? 



	
  

	
  

  Round 4: Europe and Asia 

EX 
1 Will China eclipse the US in global dominance in the next decade? 

EX 
2 

Will Russia become a more cooperative partner for the West in the next 
decade?  

EX 
3 

Can the international community pressure China to prioritize its human 
rights over it economic development?  

EX 
4 Is Angela Merkel the face of the EU? 

EX 
5 Can Nicolas Sarkozy win re-election?  

EX 
6 Will Putin take back the presidency in 2012? 

EX 
7 Should David Cameron consider his tenure as PM a success? 

EX 
8 Should Greece default on its debt?  

EX 
9 

What does Japan’s recent nuclear crisis mean for the future of nuclear 
power? 

EX 
10 Will Anna Hazare’s hunger strike help pass an anti-corruption bill in India? 

EX 
11 Can Japan’s new prime minister avoid the pitfalls of his successors? 

EX 
12 

Has the release of Aung San Suu Kyi signaled that Myanmar is prepared to 
democratize? 



	
  

	
  

  Round 5: International Econ 

EX 
1 Is it time for the Euro Zone to break up? 

EX 
2 

Should the European Central Bank condition bailouts on fiscal austerity 
measures?  

EX 
3 What effect would floating the yuan have on the international economy? 

EX 
4 

Should the EU should make Euro Zone membership contingent on passing 
a balanced budget amendment? 

EX 
5 Have British austerity measures been successful? 

EX 
6 

What effect does US immigration policy have on Latin American 
economies? 

EX 
7 Will Portugal need to seek a bailout from the EU? 

EX 
8 Will the Arab Spring affect international energy markets in the long run? 

EX 
9 Has the IMF been effective in maintaining global financial stability? 

EX 
10 Has China escaped the global economic meltdown? 



	
  

	
  

  Quarters 

EX 
1 Should the United States intervene in Syria? 

EX 
2 

What role should the US play in ensuring free elections in Tunisia in 
October? 

EX 
3 Is the US a legitimate peace broker in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict? 

EX 
4 How will the Arab Spring influence US foreign policy?  

EX 
5 How has China’s rise affected US influence abroad? 

EX 
6 How has the global financial meltdown affected US foreign policy? 

EX 
7 Should the US continue to use drone strikes on the Af-Pak border? 

EX 
8 How will the US draw down in Iraq affect US influence in the Middle East? 

EX 
9 

What role should the US play in diminishing the influence of drug cartels in 
Latin America? 

EX 
10 Should the United States adopt a more isolationist foreign policy? 

EX 
11 Does the spectre of 9/11 still haunt American foreign policy? 

	
  



	
  

	
  

  Semis 

EX 
1 Should the US federal government invest more heavily in infrastructure? 

EX 
2 

How can the US federal government address the growing amount of domestic 
poverty? 

EX 
3 Should Congress pass the Dream Act? 

EX 
4 

Will states be able to successfully implement healthcare exchanges under the 
Affordable Care Act? 

EX 
5 What will be the fate of California Prop 8? 

EX 
6 Should the US federal government require vaccinations for preventable diseases? 

EX 
7 Will Social Security remain unchanged in the face of debt pressures?  

EX 
8 Has No Child Left Behind improved education in urban schools?  

EX 
9 How should state governments balance union demands with budget cuts? 

EX 
10 How will the Troy Davis affair affect the future of the death penalty in America? 

EX 
11 Does the EPA have the power to successfully fulfill its mandate 

	
  



	
  

	
  

   
 
Finals 

 
EX 1 

 
How will NATO’s role in Afghanistan change as the US decreases its involvement? 

 
EX 2 

 
What impact will domestic turmoil in Iran have on the US withdrawal from Iraq? 

 
EX 3 

 
What role should the United States play in easing tensions between Israel and Egypt? 

 
EX 4 

 
What can the United States do to support the Somalian Transitional Federal Government in 
its fight against al-Shabaab? 

 
EX 5 

 
What role should the US take in mitigating tensions between India and Pakistan? 

 
EX 6 

 
Should the US veto the Palestinian Authority’s bid for full membership in the UN? 

 
EX 7 

 
How has Turkey’s growing influence affected American soft power in the Middle East? 

 
EX 8 

 
What impact will a GOP victory in 2012 have on American relations with Mexico?  

 
EX 9 

 
Will Japan’s nuclear crisis affect the EU’s energy relationship with the Middle East? 

EX 
10 

 
How will the EU sovereign debt crisis affect American economic hegemony over China? 

EX 
11 

 
How has China’s rise affected America’s relationship with South America? 

	
  


